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COMMUNISM IN THE UNITED STATES. 



The wide, and sometimes painful, contrasts in the social 
conditions of men must inevitably suggest a suspicion that the 
purposes of Nature have been thwarted. It should occasion no 
surprise that sufferers from social inequality sometimes demand 
a more equal share in the world's possessions, or even declare 
the right of the whole to confiscate the acquirements of indi- 
viduals, and make a new distribution of the products of human 
industry. 

On the contrary, we are bound by an instinctive impulse to 
respect the right of property in acquisitions made through per- 
sonal effort; and we universally recognize the validity of a 
transfer of such right by gift or inheritance. This being 
the case, it is inevitable that possessions shall accumulate in 
certain hands, and thus a state of inequality result, at which the 
spirit of communism manifests discontent. As long as men are 
not born equal and identical, some will exercise greater sagacity 
than others in discerning the opportunities for self-advantage, 
greater industry and energy in seizing on them, greater economy 
and self-denial in retaining the results. Some will be industrious, 
others idle ; some will be self-indulgent, others abstinent. . Thus, 
with equal possessions, degrees of personal excellence will vary ; 
and with equal personal excellence, personal possessions will 
vary, and with them opportunities for comfort, refinement, and 
luxury. 

If the right of property is founded in Nature, there can be no 
communism in civilized society without violation of a natural 
law. The only natural basis of communism would be an abso- 
lute equality of natural gifts among men. This does not exist ; 
and even greater inequalities are superinduced through indul- 
gence in idleness and vice. The error in all the communistic 
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systems of the past is disregard of these indestructible constitu- 
tive factors of human society. 

This deeply seated and indefeasible ground of social inequal- 
ity as existing among us may be viewed as a result of the high 
differentiation of the Mediterranean race. Man's intelligence 
invents diversified modes of life which are never pursued by 
organic beings living under the simple instincts of Nature. 
The varied exercise and evolution of bodily and mental facul- 
ties, accompanying varied modes of life, result in divergences, 
which are transmitted and augmented. These relate to intel- 
ligence, virtue, courage, strength, health. The more complete 
the evolution of a race, therefore, the higher its differentiation, 
and the narrower the basis for any system of communism. 
With differentiation of powers comes necessarily a differentia- 
tion of industries. Simultaneously, the rarer gifts, by the law 
of supply and demand, receive the higher compensation. Thus 
the existing constitution of society is the result of no premedi- 
tated organization, but a natural and irrepressible growth, 
conditioned by the intellectual and moral factors in man, and 
directed by his free spontaneity. The farther that evolution 
advances whose fruits we witness in our high civilization, the 
farther we recede from the possibility of any just and natural 
communistic organization in society. The state of savagery, in 
which differentiative tendencies have made little progress, ap- 
proaches to a righteous and rational basis for communism. A 
tribe of native Ashantees or Australians dwells inevitably in 
a social condition more or less approaching communism. In 
mental and physical characteristics, different individuals among 
them resemble each other much like the individuals in a com- 
munistic colony of ants or flock of blackbirds. Every attempt, 
in civilized society, to establish a reign of communism, or to 
approximate such a reign, is an attempt to stifle the growth 
of civilization, and force society back to the condition found 
among herding Africans or gregarious wolves. 

It is proposed to show that the communistic spirit is gaining 
a firm foot-hold in the United States, and that it threatens to 
introduce chaos into the social fabric. This spirit, which so 
many real evils and so many real wrongs conspire to generate 
and foster, has sometimes sought expression and embodiment in 
America, as in other countries and other times, in thoughtfully 
considered schemes which have been put in operation by voluntary 
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and peaceful methods. Such are the communities of the United 
Brethren, Shakers, Fourierites, New Harmony Brethren, and 
Oneida Perfectionists. But these peaceful and systematized 
organizations are almost lost in the social mass which continues 
to evolve under natural laws. They utter no threats against the 
peace of society, and the monotonous mediocrity which has 
sustained them has not been able to arouse into action any 
natural law capable of preserving them from threatened or 
accomplished extinction. It is the unorganized and unlocalized 
spirit of communism among us which forebodes calamity to our 
institutions. 

The wide-spread sentiment of communism in America is as 
yet without system, without unity. A crude and irrational sort 
of organization has at times crystallized around prominent cen- 
tral questions, as we shall see ; but for the present it reveals 
itself chiefly as a sullen jealousy of the prosperous ; a malignant 
hatred of monopolies and large industrial corporations ; an 
obstinate blindness to the mutuality of the interests of capital 
and labor ; a determination to seek the nearest material advan- 
tage by the most direct means, heedless of ulterior losses; a 
method of seeking its crude and often destructive ends by brute 
numerical majorities at the polls, or even by acts of mob violence 
and law-breaking ; a madness which would destroy everything 
which symbolizes social inequality among men. Capital has no 
rights which it feels bound to respect, and it looks on the man of 
means as the Turk regards the infidel — one with whom plighted 
faith is void. This is the spirit of American communism in its 
essential nature. Happily, the larger proportion of our indus- 
trial classes would earnestly repudiate communism presented 
distinctly in such a guise; but, unfortunately, there exists a small 
and noisy body of discontented idlers, who would gladly enforce 
a new distribution of goods, even if it swept the last traces of 
civilization from the land ; and a little acquaintance with the 
classes who pay no direct taxes reveals a leaven of radical com- 
munism rapidly spreading. This is propagated by frequent 
fresh importations of foreign — largely German — representa- 
tives of the International Society, who insult our hospitality by 
proclaiming counsels too atrocious to be tolerated in a monarchy, 
and all the more atrocious in a land so free that a majority may 
soon decide to adopt and enforce them. Can American authority 
remain unmoved and hear these tramping incendiaries call upon 
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their agents to apply the torch to the edifice of American society, 
and cnt the throats of all who resist 1 

The evidences of the spread of this spirit have forced them- 
selves upon the attention of every observer, though few have 
fully realized the threatening significance of the facts. "We 
notice, for instance, a destructive hostility toward moneyed cor- 
porations. For a dozen years, the national banks have been an 
object of constant denunciation, though our banking system 
has secured us a currency unsurpassed in convenience, stability, 
and safety, and the profits of banking have not been so excessive 
as to offer larger temptations to capital than are afforded by the 
generality of investments. Should indignation be directed to- 
ward a certain class of money-lenders, mortgagees and buyers 
of tax-titles, a case possessing a good deal of strength might be 
presented; but it is specifically the corporation, and the Govern- 
ment's recognition, which arouse the unreasoning jealousy of a 
class but lightly burdened by any direct taxation. Eeasoning 
takes no hold on them. Bony-scaled as the alligator-gar, they 
are vulnerable to no argument. They do not know that banks 
are indispensable in our business economy, and that the Ameri- 
can system has received the support of the best students of 
commercial and monetary science. The companion heresy is 
fiatism in the circulating medium. For the devotee of this de- 
lusion the logic of finance has no meaning. For him the ex- 
perience of the world has no lessons. Demonstrate the danger, 
the impracticability of an excessive paper circulation, either 
on the basis of reason or public experience, and he stands un- 
moved. As well demonstrate the Binomial Theorem to a mule. 
Yet such lunatics cast ballots, and labor by every means to 
secure a numerical majority and force their hare-brained, thrice- 
exploded projects on the intelligence and the business inter- 
ests of the nation. The underlying motive is communistic. The 
method of giving it effect by the uplifted cudgel of a majority 
is communistic. Hostility to banks is prompted largely by 
jealousy of a class who live on the interest of their money. 
Fiatism is the substitute for banks and an expedient for empty- 
ing the nation's coffers in debt-paying, and thus diminishing inci- 
dental taxation of individuals for the national debt. And yet, 
with characteristic want of logic, most of the same deluded 
herd are glad to see millions of bastard silver dollars lie abso- 
lutely useless in the nation's vaults. 
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Railroad corporations, though strictly industrial in their 
functions, receive a large share of the prejudice against income- 
earning by accumulated means. Undoubtedly these, like many 
other powerful corporations, have numerous sins to answer 
for; but our communistic fellow-citizens, most of whom have 
brought to America only the one ruling idea that all men are 
equal here, seem unable to understand that accumulated capi- 
tal cannot afford to conduct its operations at a loss, nor at a 
much less profit than is earned by capital in general. They 
demand always a more exorbitant compensation, simply because 
they would like to have it, not because the corporation can afford 
to pay it. They grasp for all which it seems possible to gain. 
They complain of inability to make living wages, but generally 
have money to spare for brutalizing whisky and filthy tobacco. 
The operators of our coal-mines have a like communistic spirit 
to contend with, though there is a rumor current that they have 
a way of converting strikes into business strokes. Though 
receiving twice the wages of a school-teacher, whose occupation 
demands years of preparation, the miner, when he finds the 
mine-owner in a pinch, will give the screw of extortion another 
turn, and, unless the demand is granted, will sullenly throw 
down his pick. He hopes to paralyze business and coerce the 
owner to pay allowances which the best business judgment does 
not approve. The same things must be said of our iron and 
steel workers, as well as the laborers in most other large branches 
of industry. To some extent, and in particular cases, these 
demands may be the just cry of oppressed labor for relief; but 
too generally they reveal a mere purpose to plunder the rich 
under the pretense that they control more than their share of 
goods, and that whatever can be seized goes so far toward a fairer 
adjustment of possessions. That no cool, unselfish, and rational 
conviction underlies these ever-growing demands of labor is 
manifest from their generally unreasonable and inadmissible 
character, and the calamitous consequences which often fall on 
those who make them, as well as on the interests of capital. 

This communistic discontent finds its favorite expedient in 
" strikes." By forcing on capital the alternative of two evils, it 
often compels capital to yield to its demand. Then capital seeks 
to reimburse itself by higher taxes on the consumer. So the 
quiet citizen indirectly advances the money which the striker 
uses, not always in better support of his family, but in enlarged 
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allowances of whisky and idleness. These statements are not 
sweepingly made, but in sorrow that there exists so much occa- 
sion for them. Having used the weapon of financial coercion, 
it seems to the striker an allowable step further to seek his ends 
by physical violence. By bludgeon force he beats back the better- 
reasoning laborer who deems it wiser to work for fair wages than 
to risk all in a violent strike for exorbitant wages. He is not 
content to leave his fellow-laborer to act freely on his own judg- 
ment, but, having an aim of his own and a method of his own, 
he forces all to unite in promoting it, no matter whether they 
favor it or abhor it. One step farther carries him to incendiar- 
ism. If his aim is just, if property has no rights, if violence is 
a good argument, — then all the violence necessary to gain his end 
is the best argument. What this finality may reveal this country 
learned in July, 1877. Something of the value of "citizens" 
who maliciously destroy property has been learned by those 
communities whose municipal taxes have been swollen to make 
good the destruction wrought by those strikes. Some opportunity 
for reflection has been afforded to that fraction of the strikers 
whose humble homes have been taxed to aid in paying for the 
wanton mischief. 

The American communistic spirit has attempted crude organ- 
izations in " trade-unions " and " grangerism "; and the Interna- 
tional Society has gained some foothold among us. The organi- 
zation of labor for the purpose of enhancing its efficiency, and 
thence its value, would be an enterprise in the direct interest of 
the laborer. It would deserve commendation and aid. Organi- 
zation for intellectual and social improvement, or for increasing 
the happiness of families, would be entirely praiseworthy, and 
directly promotive of the only true ends of labor. Probably the 
participants in the organizations which exist flatter themselves 
that these are the ends which they propose. It is not necessary 
to deny that organizations exist which wisely propose and wisely 
work for these ends. These it would be an unfeeling act to 
include in the general denunciation. They are not communistic. 
But any one who has examined the rules of the trade-unions 
has at once discovered that they are largely studies how to get 
the advantage of employers. They are not schemes to im- 
prove the value of labor, but to depreciate it. Every device 
is employed to get as much as possible from the employer, and 
return as little as possible. The rules prescribe not only the 
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number of hours which shall constitute a day's work, but also 
forbid working faster than a prescribed rate. A hod-man is 
allowed to carry only a certain number of bricks ; and, to make 
the job as long and costly as possible, the use of wheelbarrows 
is sometimes prohibited. Every effort on the part of the laborer 
to demonstrate his superior strength, dexterity, or intelligence, 
is forbidden. Dead uniformity must run through the herd. The 
employment of women has been bitterly opposed, both because 
it would tend to increase the supply of labor, and because women 
are more susceptible to flattery and the incentive of ambition to 
excel. For similar reasons the rules forbid apprenticeship, and 
prohibit the trade-unionist from working in an establishment 
which employs apprentices. Every one who goes through the 
motions must receive equal pay. No discriminations of excel- 
lence, in work of the same grade, are recognized. If an employer 
insist on exercising his own judgment in these matters, a strike 
ensues ; the employer is " boycotted." As to labor in penal insti- 
tutions, this is stoutly denounced, and the political candidate has 
to be catechised on this point. Beason pronounces it wise public 
economy to compel the criminal to repay the expense which he 
causes the State; but communism says this diminishes the 
demand for free labor. Capital would have to pay the chief 
cost of the criminal's idle maintenance, and therefore the crimi- 
nal should be kept in idleness. 

Grangerism is mild trade-unionism on the farm. It has its 
fancied wrongs to right, and its crude methods for righting 
them. Its leading effort has been, through gross weight of num- 
bers, to force legislation in its own interests. It seeks to impose 
burdens on railroads, banks, and manufacturing corporations. 
It establishes so-called agricultural colleges, conceiving such in- 
stitutions to be simply high schools for the education of farmers' 
boys as a class. It guards with jealous eye all expenditures for 
higher learning, for science, art, and public enterprises. Fear 
of its numerical strength overawes public officers, and whips 
into subserviency the aggregate wisdom of our legislatures. 
It has the hue of communism. It is unwilling to leave business 
to spontaneous adjustment through the operation of its own 
laws. It demands more than the laws of nature bring it. It 
frames its demands under the promptings of greed, and not on 
the basis of economical science. It is deaf to the wisdom of phil- 
osophers and statesmen, and enforces its will by the accident of 
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a majority. This is the spirit of American communism. These 
assuredly are not the controlling motives of most of our farmers; 
but they are the motives which prompt the granger spirit in the 
class. 

American communism may be traced in other ramifications. 
There are still milder and less organic symptoms of a leveling 
tendency. As it seeks for uniformity of wages in the ranks 
of a trade, so it seeks uniformity through the range of trades 
and professions. It cannot discern the ground of discrimina- 
tions in wages which shall bear the same ratio as differences 
between skilled and unskilled labor. Its own standard of meas- 
ure for the value of service is a certain number of hours' work. 
It cannot perceive that a day's work which required a day. for 
preparation is worth, even on the basis of time spent, twice as 
much as a day's work not demanding such preparation. It re- 
volts at the proposition that a year's service accomplished through 
the preparation of ten laborious and unpaid years should receive 
tenfold the compensation of a year's work requiring no prepa- 
ration preventing the worker from earning regular pay during 
the ten previous years. It is horrified at the further suggestion 
that the trained worker has sought his training, generally, be- 
cause he possessed gifts which are not ordinary, and for this 
reason should expect, under the laws of nature, still further con- 
sideration. It loses all patience when told, still again, that time 
is not a measure of the value of brain- work, but that in equal 
time disciplined brain earns many fold more than muscle. There 
are ten thousand pairs of hands which can swing an ax or drive 
a team to one well-trained and outfitted brain worthy to frame 
laws for a state, or assume an active place in the ranks of science ; 
but any claims resting on this ground communism votes down. 
There is no shadow of equity, not a ghost of reasonableness, in 
the relative compensations of professional and unprofessional 
service in America. A commercial traveler, with a good front 
and a minimum of intellectual culture, with only certain quali- 
ties and prices and tricks of trade well learned by rote, receives 
a larger income than the judge on the bench. The circuit judges 
in Michigan received, under the constitution, salaries less than 
that commanded by the head clerk of a first-class soap-maker. 
Three separate times the question was proposed to the voters of 
the State : " Shall the circuit judges receive such salaries as will 
repay the services of suitable judicial talent ?" Twice the voters 
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replied emphatically, " No." I refer here, of course, to profes- 
sional compensation as determined by the popular verdict. 
Great private corporations, controlled by adequate knowledge, 
testify daily to their estimate of skilled service. But when a 
popular verdict fixes professional salaries, it is done on the 
principle of a time-gauge. Our State universities are governed 
by regents who, as political aspirants, for the greater part, are 
in a position to study respectfully the views of those from whom 
preferment must come. Any veteran professor in one of these 
institutions may see graduate after graduate departing to earn 
in some business calling a salary which beggars the slender sti- 
pends of those who sharpened his wits. And we have blatant 
demagogues, earning in business annually the income of ten pro- 
fessors, who blazon periodically the announcement that the hard- 
working yeomanry are getting jealous of the fat salaries paid 
in the State University. These friends of the people have, of 
course, large favors to ask. This is the unrighteous leveling 
tendency which is the tap-root of communism. Every salaried 
professional man in America whose stipend is not beyond reach 
of the awing influence of the popular majority, is a victim of 
incipient communism. 

The country, as is painfully visible, is falling under the con- 
trol of incompetency. At least, the exceptional gifts in science, 
invention, and technology, which have achieved for our nation 
so many shining excellences, find exercise only in isolated and 
conspicuous situations. The country at large is pervaded by a 
reign of mediocrity which is as greedy as it is stolid and inept. 
In the professions, the equal rights principle installs the pre- 
tender with the same cheef ulness as the qualified claimant ; and 
"brass" finds itself publicly invited to a race with culture and 
skill. In the trades, where the system of apprenticeship has 
been pronounced dangerous to the interests of labor, the work- 
man gets little technical education before he begins his crude 
experiments on the property of some employer. With no method 
of guaranteeing to the employer the competency of the boss who 
assumes his job, the common experience is waste, unskillfulness, 
disappointment, and disgust. In the founding, location, and 
management of schools and colleges, the rough hand of incom- 
petency is very generally thrust foremost to fix and mold to a 
destiny as ill-advised as irrevocable. In public life, the man 
who holds the largest and longest caucus-levees and practices 
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the sharpest managerial tactics generally succeeds in holding the 
scepter of power. Alas, what qualifications for statesmanship 
are these ! 

The leveling tendency at work among ns might be traced, 
also, in a lack of popular appreciation and encouragement 
of high scientific culture, original investigation, advanced 
education, and all public enterprises based on the applications 
of science. True, great successes are obtained in America in 
nearly all the avenues of intellectual effort. True, we have 
some munificent endowments for science and learning. But 
these are mostly private, not public benefactions. The work 
done by the state, under governments not controlled by the 
popular will, is, with us, left undone until the want cries aloud, 
and individual munificence for the country's sake responds. I 
have heard it said: "This is the American system, and is 
superior to the Old World system " of state endowments. It is 
the American system, emphatically, but it is a national disgrace 
to leave public duties neglected till private wealth, for shame of 
its country, takes them up. It is instructive to note the hun- 
dreds of thousands appropriated annually by our State legisla- 
tures for the maintenance of prisons for the criminal classes, 
asylums for the insane, and retreats and schools for the 
deaf, dumb, blind, and idiotic, and then compare with these 
sums the lean and thin munificence doled out for universities 
and scientific enterprises. It would seem as if the public guar- 
dians were deeply interested in the classes incapable of rendering 
useful service to the state, and felt comparatively indifferent 
toward those who, in a few years, will be in positions of high 
public responsibility, with need of all the equipment which 
public care can provide. While public philanthropies are the 
high duty of a civilized state, this glaring discrimination against 
brains is prompted by the motive which panders, perhaps uncon- 
• sciously, as in our enormous military pensions, to the claims of a 
class specially commended by nothing but their immense voting 
ability. All honor to those legislatures which have shown a 
better appreciation of the public needs that lie above the horizon 
of communistic mediocrity. 

It will not be necessary, in connection with this condensed 
discussion, to point out the relation of the communistic spirit 
to the visible decay of country schools and the steady progress 
of illiteracy; or to the disappearance of the feeling of rever- 
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ence toward superiors and toward sacred things, until we have 
reached the point where the writer or speaker who inflicts the 
greatest shock on conventional sentiments becomes the public 
favorite, and religious beliefs which have been sanctioned and 
consolidated by the consensus of all nations and all ages, have be- 
come the playthings of clowns. Nor will it be necessary to cite 
further evidences of the pervasive working of that deadly spirit 
which hates excellence, which tramples on superiority, which burns 
what it cannot appropriate; which studies, and works, and fights 
to level all the bright saliences of human civilization to the dead 
materialistic plane of a common herd. 

Why these marked and ominous tendencies to communism in 
America, where the people determine for themselves the ends 
which shall be sought ? Because the basal concept of American 
institutions is communistic; and because the distribution of 
political power as determined by that concept is communistic. 
Because America is governed by the average sentiment of the 
mass, and not by the best sentiment. Because the ends and 
means of civilization are above the comprehension of those who 
are allowed to determine American destiny. Because commun- 
ism theoretically is only the voluntary equalization of all, and 
becomes practically the enforced equalization of all. But the 
germs of communism, it may be said, have been nursed among 
the monarchies of Europe, and violent communistic movements 
have again and again provoked into action the strong military 
arm. Yet, it must be replied that, before the Declaration of 
American Independence, communism was nearly unknown in 
Europe, save in the ideal states of Plato, Sir Thomas More, Cam- 
panella, and a few other imitators of Plato. It was the enuncia- 
tion in the American "Declaration" of the new and paradoxical 
principle of equal rights in government, which kindled the fires 
of discontent across the Atlantic. The anarchy of the French 
Revolution of 1790, and the contemporary disturbances now felt 
all over Europe in French communism, German socialism, Irish 
agrarianism and Russian nihilism, as well as the more peaceful 
phenomena of Saint-Simonism, Fourierism, Robert-Owenism, and 
the like — these all must be regarded as the reaction of the New 
"World upon the Old. 

The indications thus pointed out cannot be passed by as 
momentary phenomena in a social life of intense and peculiar 
activity. They are outgrowths from the deep roots of the social 
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fabric. They will not disappear nor grow less. They cannot be 
remedied by a simple repressive action at the surface. No legis- 
lation can reach the source of these evils. There must be con- 
stitutional reconstruction. The crisis may be postponed, but it 
cannot be averted. While the nature of the average man remains 
what it is, the leveling, barbarizing and anarchic tendency will 
continue. With the progress of events such as a half-century 
has witnessed, a low order of political sagacity ought to be able 
to divine the future. 

It is not pretended that all these movements of the masses 
are without provocation or partial justification. It is held that 
all government exists by consent of the governed, and that all 
political rights are vested in the people. It is admitted that 
monarchs are often ambitious and extortionate, and that wealth 
inclines to arrogance, to greed, and oppression of the poor. My 
present thesis is only this : That communism is growing up in 
America; that our fundamental political axiom generates and 
fosters it ; and that the communistic tendency is, and must natu- 
rally be, progressive, until probably some great changes are 
made in the basis of political power. 

It does not, for these reasons, cease to be the duty of Ameri- 
can citizens to remove, as far as practicable, all real grounds for 
communistic aspirations, and, by the dissemination of education, 
to enlighten the masses on the mutual functions of capital and 
labor, on that cooperation which works out mutual advantage, 
and on the futility and suicidal consequences of attempting by 
violence to crush the natural laws of industry into artificial 
modes of action. In this living and momentous question of 
peace and cooperation between capital and labor, it is impera- 
tively demanded of statesmanship to inquire whether there are 
not some equitable and needed limitations to be imposed on the 
acquisition and use of wealth. The accumulation of personal 
wealth proceeds in geometrical ratio. Individuals, under favoring 
circumstances, acquire means vastly beyond their power of use or 
enjoyment. The possession of vast estates confers vast means of 
influence, both political and social. It may be used wisely and 
beneficently ; it may be made the means of extortion and iniquity. 
A railroad president or silver-miner controlling fifty or one hun- 
dred millions in his own right is a king. He wields the influence 
of a crowned head, over subjects enough to constitute a state. 
The great republic of America holds within itself several king- 
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doms — not constitutional monarchies, but absolute autocracies. 
Is this best? Is this necessary? Does the fiction of free gov- 
ernment ameliorate the tyranny which its very freedom tolerates? 
May not the unlimited accumulation of wealth be one of those 
personal liberties which the state finds it necessary to restrain ? 
If the forcible seizure of the common domain and the common 
goods is at variance with the public weal, how much less so are 
the acquisition and cumulation of the common goods through 
the weight and momentum of vast wealth ? Not unlikely, when 
such questions shall have been wisely considered and decided, 
many of the provocatives to communism will have disappeared. 
Simultaneously, it may be assumed, the number of small 
holdings will be greatly increased. Wise economists well under- 
stand the quieting influence of a small stake in the material 
prosperity of the country. The spirit of communism will be 
visibly soothed by an arrest of development in plethoric for- 
tunes, and a determination of some of the nutritive currents 
toward the emaciated and anaemic members of the body pontic. 
In these suggestions, it seems to me, lie the most practicable 
means, unless a re-adjustment of the basis of political power is 
practicable, for alleviating the evils of American communism. 

Alexander "WrNCHELt.. 



